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rench

A professional decorator and her
husband found ways to add classic touches
to this new French country-style home.

Br toe Time Leseswe axn Buny Hupsos piscovieren THIS HosE being
built in an established Atlanta neichborhood, construction was three-
quarters done. But there's a big dilference berween a home thar's buil
and one thar's complered, and Lescsne was just getting starved.

“This is a very functional house, which was what was appealing
about it.” Lesesne says, "It had cvery-
thing we needed on the first floor, but
private bedrooms wpstairs. | don't think
there was anything about the house that
wie did not like as far as how ir lives™

Designed by architect Jack  Armold,
known for his French CoRmnEry I.!I."\-iFI'I'\.
the homes little touches separate its con-
VIR bk Trom Basic Boses tha iy
have French accents but dont speak
the lingugee.

Shupers mounted on "."-'I'il'l\{il'l:l_" hard-
ware {it the dimensions and shape of the
windows. The roofl’s gentle sweep at its
l"\,l:‘\-{' i% |.x|:'.|'-e:'d L] I]'u,_' {'|'|i|'|'||'|{':.' |:.I|‘\-. .!u:'u.]
stomework wrims the door and windows

on the ground level Lesesne wanted the
inside to look just as convincing

“We wanted to do that throughout the in detsil
howse,” she HiVE, “Thar's 1~.|'|:-.' v did the lacation: #Hana
cast-stone fireplaces. We wanted it to Fow square feet: 4246
and bive the same Teel” bedroams: 3.

bathrooms: i
photograpber: EMILF MISTON » ustrator: CARSOH ODE footprint: B4 3%=591' B°

arcriect: JACK ARNLD; HOMES GF ELEGANGE ; ,

tesigner: LESESME HUDISOM  budder: WES MILLMER, H‘T‘ r_""sr'_ $150s.
WILLNER-THOMPSOK HIMES AKD NEMHEIRHDODS bwilding time: 14 manths
Taekd mcliior; LISA MOWRY

sy PLASNIXL IDLAS iﬂ WINTEE SO0l




A One of the first changes Lesesne
made inside was to replace the Inving room’s
wooden mante] with one of cast stone. French
doors lead o the front courtyvard. Instead of
1|1||1|'.!_'| |11-.|.|_:.|r:p|h. hlw ‘\-|""|.'-\,, ified wide crowmn
maldings using five strips of wood in different
shapes. To make existing furnishings match the
new decor, several picces were re-covered and a
brass collee |.||'||_ WS VeI PEWTET |‘\-|.:|Ii|'|:,_'| L dooes
{noe shown) were added 1o scparate the living

room from the entry .II'I'.l -\-.||I'I||'|:..'. TCHIIT

< The antique lion's-head founain
helps keep the rear courtvard wall from looking
stark as it adds seclusion to the master suite
Despite being close to a busy urhan streer, Lesesne
Vs, MO 15 Never d ]"vn_1|"!|;|11 “Thar whaole prear ol
the house is very insulated,” she says. "The house

was very well-buile in terms of privacy.”




F[-]'lf_' i.ll'i.:i'i [}]CIT‘I{‘. that begins outside is carried into
the entry with an arched opening 1o the dining room. Lesesne
!'L'.E"ﬂl-ll.‘l.'d the l.'ll'i:i.{||1.l'§ chandelier with a refurhished ant iI-I_I-IIL'
The faux French door with curved head is actually a fixed
unit with views to the front yard.




Painting the cherry cabinets khaki
green with a brown glaze and adding feet at the base
for a furmiture look weere among Lesezne g |Eii.;_j?n;hz
changes. "Th":'.r' were dark, which was not me”

she says of the original cabinets. The new finish “just
made for a much warmer space that really dressed
up the whole kitchen,” Lesesne says.




Ak Granite
COUNETTOPS were
used throwghowr the kichen

including the island

b An antique
chandelier above the
island supplements

:'-:Il"i"!". (4]
ghting. The finish

European hardware







- .r!'l(jll:.l"i[.“a
Hd Cd w
bookeases in the
family room were
among the many
moldings that
Lesesne introduced
or enlarged 1o
enhance the
interior’s French

gl
country feel, She

estimates she increased the amount of cabinetry in the
house by 30 percent.

-« Another cast-stone fireplace
replaced a less claborare mantel originally used in the
family room. The wooden beams had been painted a
caramel shade, but Lesesne wanted a more natural
lock that was achieved using a Fux finish

Plams for (his haaeme, e
Gascony (842251, are upper evel pu—
avalabbe froim Jack

Amald's Homes of

Elagance, BOCWER-3565 o
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A Nearly detached from the rest of
the house, the main-level master bedroom
overlooks the rear courtyard, which provides
so much privacy that Lesesne seldom has to
close the window coverings. Unlike in the
family room, the ceiling beams here are

F"'-lll'l[k'l.J '-'-Ill':l.' {4 I11-..II\'~.I.' tl'l-i.' room el e

- Lesesne upgraded faucets

it the master barh .|r'.|_! I:_'-t_:-L ._||.|'..|r'|l_._|:_lh|_' of the
10-toot ceilings there, "The &-foor mirrors
above the vanitics make it look even more
sparing and majestic,” she savs, And as for the
chandelier’s unusual location, she adds, ™ can’
imagine putting anything else in thar
bathroom. It would have looked strange 1o
have any other ceiling fixtures there”
Iravertine marble was used for the floors,

counters, and shower
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EE-aG AT ANLETOenT ot the Master sl
Tall cherry bocikimes I’il.lp h:ghlrght thie
wrTidows and I.il::lll::ll"\. one ol -whith ksds i
thie- front ‘courryvand. T lis A Hrfn' TR b e
:.|15_brjg]:1 'md sunmy in the |_..|.-.- -:1.11.'..1 COZy Ak




